Vittadinia muelleri

Vittadinia muelleri is a tufted
perennial herb 12-15 cm tall,
with minute glandular and
longer scattered hairs, and

a woody rootstock [5, 6]. Its
common hame is Narrow Leaf
New Holland Daisy [5].

This species is distinguished
from Vittadinia gracilis and
Vittadinia cuneata by its
deeper mauve flowers and

almost hairless leaves [5].

Population map:

www.ala.org.au/explore/
species-maps/
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Natural Populations

Vittadinia muelleriis found in NSW,
Vic and Tas [6]. It is common and
widespread, growing on a range
of soil types in open-forests,

woodlands and grasslands [1, 4, 5, 6].

Flowering and Seeds

Flowering occurs mostly in spring—
summer [1, 6], and sometimes in
warmer autumns after rains [1].
Numerous small purple daisy
flowers with yellow centres are
borne at the tips of branches [11].

The fruit is small, dry and leathery
with a sparse covering of hairs and
thickened margins. The pappus
(ring of scales or hairs found on top
of fruit) consists of barbed bristles
[5]. The seedheads have a distinctly
fluffy appearance when ripe [2].

Collect entire seedheads by hand
into large paper bag, then allow

to dry. Small portable vacuum
cleaners have also been used for
collection. Do not collect the seed in
wet weather or after rain, as the seed
readily retains moisture, and can
develop fungal problems [3].



Vittadinia muelleri

Seed handling involves breaking V. muelleri needs full sun to

up the seedheads, then sieving to partial shade [10] and is tolerant
remove any large material [3]. Store of dry conditions [7]. It could be a
with the fluffy pappus attached [2]. useful species in revegetation or
The seed doesn’t usually have a long horticultural projects as it produces
storage life [9]. many seeds and establishes easily
from seed or division, and persists
under grazing [1].

V. muelleri is grown readily from
seed, which usually germinates
within 1-3 weeks. Seed does not
appear to have an after-ripening
period, but light is required for
germination [9]. Light and cold
treatments or storage at high
alternating temperatures for one
month have been found to promote
germination in V. muelleri [8].

Sow seed on the soil surface or cover
lightly.
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