
Lomandra multiflora

Lomandra multiflora is an 

open to dense perennial 

tussock [10]. There are two 

subspecies: L. multiflora 

subsp. dura and L. multiflora 

subsp. multiflora.

L. multiflora subsp. multiflora 

has rigid, narrow greyish 

leaves 25-90 cm long [6, 10]. 

L. multiflora subsp. dura has 

flat strap like leaves to 40 cm 

tall [8].

Common names include 

Many-flowered Mat-rush [10, 

13], Matrush [9] and Many-

flowered Mat-lily [6].

Natural Populations

Lomandra multiflora occurs in Qld, 
NSW, Vic and NT [11]. It is found 
chiefly in drier sites in woodlands 
and dry sclerophyll forests, on a 
variety of soils [6, 11, 12].

Flowering and Seeds

Plants are dioecious, ie. male and 
female flowers are on separate 
plants [10]. The showy flowers have 
spiky white bracts as long or longer 
than flowers and occur in densely-
clustered rings on branched or 
unbranched spikes 25-75 cm long. 
Male flowers are smaller, stalked 
and bell-shaped; female flowers 
are stalkless. Flowers occur from 
June to November [10]; sometimes 
into January for L. multiflora subsp. 
multiflora [6, 8, 11].

The fruit is a capsule that turns 
golden brown when ripe and the 
seed becomes hard and rice-like. 
To collect seed cut stems with 
secateurs and place upside down 
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Lomandra multiflora

in a large paper bag [4]. Use gloves 
to avoid spines [1]. Capsules open 
easier if still attached to the stems 
during seed extraction. Dry until 
capsules open then thresh lightly to 
extract seed. Sieve to clean [4].

Cultivation and Uses

L. multiflora can be propagated 
readily from seed. Sow seed soon 
after collection. Germination takes 
8-10 weeks [3]. 

In direct-seeding trials, L. multiflora 
yielded only 0.3% emergence 
of seed sown in the field with 
no treatment. Due to low seed 
availability and poor field viability this 
species is probably best grown from 
seed as tubestock or strategically 
hand direct-seeded. 

L. multiflora can also be propagated 
by division of clumps [2, 8], best 
done during winter months [8].

L. multiflora is suitable for large or 
small garden rockeries [12], cottage 
gardens and planting in clusters 
under trees [10]. It needs well-
drained soils, can be grown in semi-
shade, and tolerates frost, drought 
and brief swampy periods [10, 12]. 
It is a useful species for stabilising 
banks [1].

L. multiflora is a fire retardant plant, 
ie. it does not ignite easily in a 
moderate intensity bush fire [12]. If 
burnt it resprouts from the base [9]. 

To source seeds or plants: 

www.grassywoodlands.org.au

L. multiflora provides useful 
habitat for ground-dwelling fauna. 
The plants provide food for adult 
butterflies and their caterpillars [12]. 
Skinks and lizards are known to eat 
seeds [8].

Indigenous people used the nectar 
as a food, and the leaves for basket 
making [10].

p
ho

to
: J

. O
ve

re
em



Lomandra multiflora

Greening Australia Capital Region

Ph: 02 6253 3035      

http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/community/capital-region
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