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Vittadinia gracilis is a small
erect perennial shrub, 10-40
cm high, with a woody base.
It is covered with dense fine

white hairs and glandular

hairs [6]. Its common name is
Woolly New Holland Daisy [6].

Population map:

www.ala.org.au/explore/
species-maps/
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Natural Populations

Flowering and Seeds

Vittadinia gracilis is found in NSW,
Vic, Tas, SA [6]. It grows on most
soil types, in sclerophyll forests,
woodlands, grasslands, mallees,
along roadsides and in pastures [5,
6, 8,10]

This species is similar in appearance
to Vittadinia cuneata but is
distinguished by the presence of
thick woolly hairs on the leaves,
which give V. gracilis a greyish
appearance, whereas the short rigid
hairs of V. cuneata give it a more
green appearance [5].

To source seeds or plants:

www.grassywoodlands.org.au

V. gracilis flowers most commonly
in spring [5] but some flowers can
be found at most other times of the
year [1, 6].

The fruit is small, dry and leathery
with a sparse covering of hairs and
thickened margins. The pappus (ring
of scales or hairs found on top of
fruit) consists of barbed bristles [5].
The seedheads become fluffy, pale
brown and release very easily when
ripe [3].

Collect entire seedheads into
paper bags and allow to dry. Small
portable vacuum cleaners have
also been used for collection. Don't
collect in wet weather or after rain
as the seed retains moisture and
can be destroyed by fungus. Rub
seedheads against fine wire screeds
or break up seed heads by hand.
Sieve to clean [3]. Store with fluffy
pappus attached [3].



Vittadinia gracilis

V. gracilis is grown readily from seed,
which usually germinates within

1-3 weeks. Spring-harvested seed
has greater viability and percentage
germination than autumn-collected
seed [7]. Seed does not appear to
have an after-ripening period, but
light is required for germination.
Soaking or leaching the seed for 10
days may improve germination. Sow
seed on the soil surface or cover
lightly [4].

V. gracilis yielded 2% and 4%
emergence in the nursery with
cold stratified and untreated seed

respectively, and no field emergence

was recorded for this species.

V. gracilis has not performed well

in direct-seeding trials [2] and
further field trialing of this species
is warranted to prove its ability to be
direct seeded.

It can be a dominant pasture species
over large areas in woodland,
grassland or mallee communities,
although it tends to dominate for

a few seasons and then decline in
abundance or even go out of the
pasture for a period [1].

V. gracilis is not particularly
palatable to stock but is eaten in the
absence of more desirable species,
apparently without ill-effect; at times
it may be severely grazed [1].
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