
 

The Superb Fairy-wren 
was the most commonly 
reported species in 
revegetated sites in 
Birdwatch 1.  
Photo: D Cook  
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Thank you to everyone for assistance with Birdwatch 2, whether it was counting the birds or growing 
the bird habitat and granting us permission to survey. 
 

Birdwatch Revisited 
 
The original Birdwatch (BW1) was carried out in 2000-1 by Greening Australia Capital Region, Can-
berra Ornithologists Group (COG) and CSIRO. It was one of the first studies of birds’ use of revege-
tated habitat in Australia and the results were very encouraging. A wide range of birds were found in 
native revegetation including several Threatened and declining species. Many species were also 
found to be breeding. 
 
Revegetated sites are changing in structure and composition as they grow. Trees are taller, shorter-
lived shrubs are dying back and sometimes regenerating, and ground cover is changing with reduced 
grazing pressure. Overriding all this, climatic fluctuations affect the vegetation and birdlife. Birdwatch 
2 (BW2) aims to find out how the bird community of revegetated sites compares to that of eight years 
ago. 

Breeding season 2008 
 
i) Revegetation 
 
Of the original 102 revegetated sites, 95 were 
re-surveyed during the Spring of 2008. A total 
of 85 species were recorded (compared to 82 
for the corresponding period in BW1). Table 1 
shows the reporting rate (number of sites out 
of 95) for the two periods. Only species re-
corded at 10 or more sites in either period are 
included. 
 
The two points in time do not necessarily rep-
resent a trend but do reflect different condi-
tions at the sites in the two survey periods. 
 
Some of the dramatic changes in reporting 
rate include the increase in the large honey-
eaters, Red Wattlebird and Noisy Friarbird, 
most likely responding to the flowering of Yel-
low Box, Red Box and Red Ironbark. It was a 
particularly good season for these tree spe-
cies in the region, plus the greater maturity of 
the trees in the revegetation meant a much 
bigger nectar resource than in 2000-01. Inter-
estingly, the Yellow-faced Honeyeater does 
not appear to have responded in a similar 
fashion. 
 
Another impressive increase in reporting rate 
was that of the Superb Parrot, a species 
which seems to be enjoying a general resur-
gence in numbers in the region but which 
probably also responded to the increase in 
amount of wattle seed, a favoured food 
source, in the revegetation. 
 
 
 

Species No. of sites % 
change BW1 BW2 

European Goldfinch 14 1 -92.9 

Common Blackbird 10 2 -80.0 

White-browed Scrubwren 13 7 -46.2 

Brown Thornbill 37 20 -45.9 

White-eared Honeyeater 18 10 -44.4 

Silvereye 22 14 -36.4 

Mistletoebird 10 8 -20.0 

Superb Fairy-wren 73 59 -19.2 

Rufous Whistler 42 38 -9.5 

Common Bronzewing 12 11 -8.3 

Grey Fantail 47 44 -6.4 

Striated Thornbill 14 14 0.0 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 28 28 0.0 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 44 44 0.0 

Yellow Thornbill 29 31 6.9 

Weebill 11 12 9.1 

Crimson Rosella 40 44 10.0 

Eastern Rosella 20 22 10.0 

Striated Pardalote 32 38 18.8 

Willie Wagtail 23 29 26.1 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 12 16 33.3 

Grey Shrike-thrush 22 30 36.4 

White-plumed Honeyeater 17 26 52.9 

Common Starling 11 17 54.5 

Australian Magpie 37 58 56.8 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 7 12 71.4 

Rufous Songlark 7 15 114.3 

Galah 6 13 116.7 

Pied Currawong 5 11 120.0 

Noisy Friarbird 6 19 216.7 

Crested Pigeon 3 12 300.0 

Red Wattlebird 9 39 333.3 

Magpie-lark 4 18 350.0 

Superb Parrot 0 14 - 

Table 1. Bird species’ reporting rates in revegetated  
sites during breeding season surveys . 



 

The Brown Thornbill, a 
species of undergrowth 
and shrubbery, was 
reported much less fre-
quently in Birdwatch 2 
surveys, both in revege-
tated sites and rem-
nants. Photo: D Cook 

Other species which showed big increases in 
reporting rate were those usually associated 
more with open agricultural country such as 
Common Starling, Magpie, Rufous Songlark, 
Galah, Crested Pigeon and Magpie-lark. This 
may reflect the structure of the revegetation 
becoming more open as it matures or as plants 
succumb to the drought, or it may be a result of 
these birds increasing in number across the 
region. 
 
Some of the species which decreased in fre-
quency include those associated with moister, 
dense habitats such as Common Blackbird, 
Brown Thornbill and White-browed Scrubwren. 
The Superb Fairy-wren, although still very 
common, showed a slight decrease in reporting 
rate. 
 
ii) Remnants 
 
The original control sites (10 in paddocks, 20 in 
remnant woodlands) were also resurveyed, 
plus 5 remnant sites were added. In BW2 64 
species were recorded in the 25 remnants 
compared with 66 in BW1. The number of rem-
nant sites where each species was recorded in 
the two periods is shown in Table 2. Only spe-
cies recorded at 5 or more sites are included. 
 
Some parallels with results from revegetated 
sites are evident; increases in Noisy Friarbird, 
Magpie-lark, Pied Currawong and Crested Pi-
geon, decreases in Brown Thornbill, White-
eared Honeyeater and Superb Fairy-wren, and 
similar reporting rates for Rufous Whistler, 
Grey Fantail and Striated Thornbill in both peri-
ods. 
 
Some of the differences in bird responses be-
tween revegetation and remnants are interest-
ing too. In BW2 both Rosella species and the 
Common Starling were recorded less fre-
quently in remnants, but had similar or in-
creased reporting rates in revegetation.  
In BW1 a Threatened species the Hooded 
Robin was found in a few revegetated sites 
and at other locations on properties visited dur-
ing the surveys. Sadly, no Hooded Robins 
were recorded during BW2 Spring surveys, 
either in the sites or while travelling between 
them. We hope they were all hidden away on 
nests and will reappear after breeding. 

Table 2. Bird species’ reporting rates in remnant 
sites during breeding season surveys. 

Species No. of sites % 
change BW 1 BW 2 

Leaden Flycatcher 5 1 -80.0 

Eastern Spinebill 5 2 -60.0 

Brown Thornbill 6 3 -50.0 

Superb Fairy-wren 10 5 -50.0 

White-eared Honeyeater 18 10 -44.4 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 5 3 -40.0 

Common Starling 10 6 -40.0 

Eastern Rosella 11 7 -36.4 

Grey Shrike-thrush 6 4 -33.3 

Willie Wagtail 6 4 -33.3 

Crimson Rosella 16 11 -31.3 

White-throated Treecreeper 9 7 -22.2 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 10 8 -20.0 

Spotted Pardalote 5 4 -20.0 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 13 11 -15.4 

White-throated Gerygone 8 7 -12.5 

Rufous Whistler 12 11 -8.3 

Grey Fantail 14 13 -7.1 

Red Wattlebird 8 8 0.0 

Striated Thornbill 10 10 0.0 

Striated Pardalote 17 19 11.8 

Australian Magpie 14 17 21.4 

Galah 5 7 40.0 

Noisy Friarbird 8 12 50.0 

Noisy Miner 4 6 50.0 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 3 5 66.7 

Olive-backed Oriole 4 7 75.0 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 4 7 75.0 

Laughing Kookaburra 3 6 100.0 

Weebill 3 6 100.0 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 2 5 150.0 

Magpie-lark 2 6 200.0 

Australian Raven 1 6 500.0 

Pied Currawong 1 6 500.0 

Crested Pigeon 0 5 - 

Autumn Surveys 
 
Surveys at all sites will be repeated during April-May 
2009 when most of the summer migrants have left 
and the winter migrants have arrived. In early Au-
tumn we will be contacting landholders and asking 
volunteers if they can help again. 
 

Nicki Taws Phone:  0408 210 736      Email:  ntaws@bigpond.com 

The Superb Parrot was 
not recorded in revege-
tation in Birdwatch1 
Spring surveys but was 
found at 14 sites in 
Birdwatch 2.  
Photo: S Harris 
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